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In my project, I study the changing life worlds of humans and animals in early twentieth 
century Shanghai (1900–1949). Being the centre of the Chinese publishing market and 
harbouring a multi-ethnic community of residents, Shanghai provided a “contact zone” for 
different actors to negotiate the understanding and place of animals in the city. In the 1930s, it 
thus became the home of a Buddhist animal protection movement, which saw the human 
mistreatment of animals as one major reason for China’s social and political crises. Due to the 
foreign concessions and the Japanese occupation in 1937, Shanghai also experienced different 
political regimes, which – in their own distinct ways – sought to regulate, centralize and 
exhibit animals in an attempt at creating a modern and hygienic city. This project seeks to 
come to terms with the often contradictory views of animals at the time and understand how 
they contributed to the transformation, disappearance and emergence of the shared life world 
of humans and animals. 
 
 


